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An International Look
Sujie Zhu ’14, a theater and dance and global
studies double major from Suzhou, China,
is featured in an insideColby photo essay of
international students. See them all at
insideColby.com/photos. Photo by Hieu Phan ’14
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Spring Fling
Assistant Professor Annie Kloppenberg (theater and
dance) and guest artist Paul Matteson are shown
in a photo that resulted from a collaboration with
Assistant Professor Gary Green (art). Green’s students
photographed dancers as they adapted their movement
to the environment. The result was a photo exhibit of
work that “translated time, motion, and space in the
vocabulary of photography.” Photo by Kat McElroy ’13
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Tony Blair to Speak at Commencement
F

Since leaving Downormer British Prime
ing St reet, Blair has
Minister Tony Blair
served as the quartet
will deliver the comrepresentative to the
mencement address to
Middle East. He repreabout 470 members of
sents the United States,
the Class of 2012 and
t he Un ited Nat ions,
their families at Colby’s
Russia, and the Euro191st Commencement
pean Union, working
ceremonies in May.
with the Palestinians to
Blair served as prime
prepare for statehood as
minister of Great Britain
part of the international
and Northern Ireland
community’s effort to
from May 1997 to June Former British Prime Minister Tony Blair
secure peace.
2007, as leader of Britain’s
He has launched the Tony Blair Faith
Labour Party from 1994 to 2007, and as a
Foundation to promote respect and undermember of Parliament from 1983 to 2007.

standing among the major religions and to
make the case for faith as a force for good
in the modern world. The Tony Blair Africa
Governance Initiative helps some of Africa’s
most dynamic leaders deliver changes their
people need to relieve poverty.
President William D. Adams said Colby
is honored to have Blair speak. “The issues
to which he has dedicated his life are on the
forefront of our students’ minds, especially
as they enter their own professional lives,”
Adams said. “I know that his address, and
his presence on our campus, will be a
potent reminder for the graduates of the
impact one dedicated person can have on
the world.”

Science Building Gets Go-Ahead
Colby is poised to begin construction of a new
science facility this fall. The 36,000-square-foot
building will house the Computer Science, Mathematics and Statistics, and Psychology departments and will create space to allow the Roberts
Building to be turned into a residence hall.
The new building will incorporate elements of
Georgian architecture and provide teaching and
research space, including psychology laboratories, computer science robotics laboratories,
computer clusters, faculty and staff offices, departmental seminar rooms, and four classrooms.
It will be located across the Colby Green from
the Diamond Building.
The project was approved by trustees at
their April meeting. “Breaking ground on this
new building on the eve of Colby’s bicentennial
Construction of a new science facility, depicted in this architectural rendering, begins this fall.
signifies not just the College’s commitment
to providing the best academic facilities for
Roberts Building from academic and administrative use to student
our students,” said Colby President William D. Adams, “but its
housing. Space in the Seeley G. Mudd Science Building vacated by
strength and growth as Colby enters its third century.”
the Mathematics and Statistics Department will increase teaching
The science facility is expected to achieve LEED Silver certifiand research space for other departments.
cation. Colby currently has six LEED buildings with one (Treworgy
The College plans to break ground for the science building,
Hall) pending, and expects the biomass plant and the museum
which will be heated geothermally, in the fall of 2012, with compleexpansion to be the eighth and ninth LEED buildings.
tion expected in the spring of 2014. —Ruth Jacobs
This move will allow for the conversion of the upper floors of the
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Spike Lee Does the Colby Thing
on Spike Lee, as “an amazing professor,”
and Lee initiated a chapel-wide round of
applause in response. Questions ranged
from directors who were influential on
Lee’s work and on race relations to advice
for aspiring artists.
As in most love affairs, Lee said while
responding to students’ concerns about
pursuing art, there was a certain amount
of serendipity in his career path. “When
people ask me how I found film,” said Lee,
“I turn around and say film found me.”
St udent-organ ized S.H.O.U.T!—
Speaking, Hearing, Opening Up Together!—is the Pugh Community Board’s
weeklong celebration of multiculturalism
and community-building at the College.
PCB sponsored Lee’s keynote address
in collaboration with a number of other
Colby entities. —Jennifer Stephens ’12

he said. So the young college student
borrowed a friend’s Super 8 camera and
started filming around New York City
for something to do. Lee was interested
in “the vitality of the African-American
experience” in his hometown of Brooklyn. The liveliness of the
borough contrasted with
its population’s absence in
cinema, said Lee.
A filmmaker was born.
A ud ience memb er s
queued in the center aisle
of Lorimer Chapel to
ask questions of the film
icon. One st udent ack nowledged Margaret
Mc Fadden , c u r rent l y
teaching an A merican
studies senior seminar
photo by kyle wehner ’14

Spike Lee’s February 24 speech felt
more like a candid conversation—his
small frame leaned against the podium
rather than standing behind it—focused
on the virtues of making a passion into a
profession. “A lot of students choose majors
based on how much
money they’re gonna
make. Terrible mistake,” said Lee. “If you
don’t love something,
you hate it. Do what
you love.”
For Lee, it was the
high unemployment
rate in the summer
of 1977 that led him
to his passion. “That
summer there were
no jobs to be had,” Filmmaker Spike Lee

Historian Leonard Awarded Lincoln Prize

8

Presidential Preview

photo by jeff pouland

Elizabeth Leonard (history) was awarded the 2012 Gilder Lehrman Lincoln Prize for
her biography of Joseph Holt, Lincoln’s top prosecutor and a key but often overlooked
player during and after the Civil War.
Leonard, a co-winner of the $50,000 prize, was honored for Lincoln’s Forgotten Ally:
Judge Advocate General Joseph Holt of Kentucky. A Civil War and American women’s history expert, Leonard is the John J. and Cornelia V. Gibson Professor of History. She
shared the award with William C. Harris, Lincoln and Civil War historian and professor
emeritus of history at North Carolina State University.
Past Lincoln Prize winners include historian Doris Kearns Goodwin
’64 and documentary filmmaker Ken Burns.
This year’s two winners were selected from 116 nominations. Notified of the prize in January, Leonard said in an
e-mail to colleagues, “I am speechless.”
Relying on Holt’s letters and other primary sources,
Leonard traced Holt’s political trajectory from a privileged
upbringing in Kentucky to his place in the administration
of four presidents. He was best known as the prosecutor who
upheld the execution order for Mary Surratt, a conspirator
in Lincoln’s assassination, and as an opponent of efforts
to undo many of the changes wrought by Lincoln’s
Emancipation Proclamation.
Lincoln historians praised Leonard’s work for raising Holt from obscurity and recounting his crucial
role in many events of the Civil War period.
The award was presented in New York City
April 11 by Gettysburg College and the Gilder
Lehrman Instit ute of A merican Histor y.
				
—Gerry Boyle ’78

No need to leave the Colby network
to get an inside look at the political
questions of the day. At a March 22
alumni event in Washington, D.C., two of
Colby’s most prominent alumni in political analysis, Amy Walter ’91 and Stuart
Rothenberg ’70, joined Colby parent
Geoffrey Garin to share insight on the
upcoming presidential election.
Walter, political director of ABC
News, Rothenberg, editor and publisher
of The Rothenberg Political Report, and Garin, president of Peter D. Hart Research
Associates, agreed the race—which
they expected to be between Obama
and Romney—will be a close one. The
panel discussion, moderated by Robert
Hoopes ’89, president of VOX Global,
was sponsored by the Goldfarb Center
for Public Affairs and Civic Engagement
and attended by more than 100 Colby
alumni and parents.
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Show by Mike Daisey Creates Nationwide Controversy
fabrications. We’re retracting the story
because we can’t vouch for its truth.”
The facts about labor conditions at
Foxconn weren’t in question. The problem, Glass said, was that Daisey said he
witnessed things he didn’t witness.
The retraction of the episode and
calling into question of Daisey’s methods
made headlines nationwide.
But from Daisey’s point of view, it came
down to the difference between theatrical
art and journalism. On his blog, Daisey
wrote: “What I do is not journalism. The
tools of the theater are not the same as the
tools of journalism. For this reason, I regret that I allowed This
American Life to air an excerpt from my monologue. This American
Life is essentially a journalistic—not a theatrical—enterprise, and
as such it operates under a different set of rules and expectations.
But this is my only regret.”
Daisey continues to perform The Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve
Jobs—including an April performance at Colby’s Strider Theater—and has included a prologue at the beginning acknowledging
the controversy and stating that some changes have been made
to the show.
“We use these tools that the Greeks invented so long ago to try to
communicate,” he said at a recent performance. “The whole attempt
is to try to shine a light through something and get at the truth. The
truth is vitally important. I believe that very deeply.” —R.J.
photo by Stan barouh, courtesy of Mike Daisey

The Agony and the Ecstasy of Steve Jobs,
a monologue by Mike Daisey ’96 that this
magazine covered in the winter 2012 issue,
captivated audiences, Apple customers,
and the media. Daisey’s masterful oratory condemning Chinese factories where
Apple products are made, which saw an
extended run at the Public Theater in
New York, also landed him in mainstream
newspapers, on television, and on American Public Media’s This American Life.
That’s where things got bad.
This American Life, a nonfiction storytelling program that airs on NPR, Mike Daisey ’96
excerpted Daisey’s show and included experts (New York Times
columnist Nicholas Kristof and Ian Spaulding, a founder of INFACT Global Partners, which helps Chinese factories meet social
responsibility standards) who corroborated Daisey’s assertions
about the conditions in Chinese factories, namely Foxconn. The
program became the most popular podcast in the show’s history,
with more than a million people downloading or streaming the
audio. Daisey’s show was doing what he hoped it would—inspiring
outrage and action among American audiences.
Then came March 16.
Ira Glass, host of This American Life, issued a press release stating he was retracting the episode about The Agony and the Ecstasy
of Steve Jobs. “We’ve learned that Mike Daisey’s story about Apple
in China—which we broadcast in January—contained significant

President Adams as Art Curator
College presidents are expected to
have diverse skills. Curating art exhibits
isn’t one of them. So when Sharon Corwin,
director and chief curator of the Colby
College Museum of Art, asked President
William D. Adams to curate the second
installment of the museum’s Rediscoveries series, he was “surprised, not to say
astonished,” he said at an art talk Feb. 29.
“And it’s been a great experience.”
Adams used photographs of Detroit in
disrepair by Andrew Moore as the starting
point. Recently given to the museum by Barbara and Ted Alfond, these images reminded
him of others in the collection—by Robert
Polidori of areas affected by Chernobyl.
Adams and Corwin spent an afternoon
going through the permanent collection,
which is now almost entirely in storage
due to the expansion that’s underway.

“We shopped around for images that
we thought could carry and extend this
particular resonance that I mentioned in
a variety of different directions,” Adams
said. “They’re all not of the same particular frame and subject matter as the Polidoris and the Moores, but many of them
deal with blighted urban environments and
other effects of natural disasters.”
Ultimately Adams chose images to
complement the Polidori and Moore photos.
“Many of them deal with pretty tough subject matter, or severe subject matter,” he
said. “But what I find so interesting about
all of them is how beautiful they are.”
Rediscoveries 2: New Perspectives on
the Permanent Collection is on view May
22–June 24, 2012. To see an audio slideshow with highlights from Adams’s art talk,
go to www.colby.edu/mag. —R.J.

Andrew Moore, Waiting Room with Snowdrift, Michigan
Central Station, 2008. Archival pigment print, 54"x 45".
Colby College Museum of Art. Gift of Barbara and
Theodore Alfond.
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Jenny Chen ’13J is the latest Colby student to win a $10,000
Projects for Peace grant from philanthropist Kathryn W. Davis. This
year Chen’s successful grant proposal is “Connecting the Dots: Peace
Tour 2012.”
Ten previous Projects for Peace
grants awarded to Colby students since
2007 have taken them to Kabul, Kosovo,
Ecuador and other locations in the United
States and around the world. Chen’s
2012 project will take her to Sioux Falls,
Baton Rouge, and Delray Beach.
Her premise is that civic engagement
instilled in children has been shown to
have favorable correlations with crime
rates, graduation rates, and standards of Jenny Chen ’13J
living. “Changemaking” organizations and communities in the United
States have seen most success in major cities so far, she says, and
smaller cities and towns are fertile and fallow ground for incubating
civic engagement, change, and, ultimately, sustainable peace.
Peace Tour 2012 will take Chen and her longtime collaborator,
brother Jack Chen, across the country to hold workshops for middle
school youth to inspire them to get involved in their own communities.
Students who participate will be eligible for grants of up to $500
from the Peace Tour initiative to pursue projects in their own areas.
This is Chen’s second successful Projects for Peace grant proposal. In 2010 she won a grant for a Maryland-based project that
fostered discussion of community issues and helped middle school
students who were immigrants begin problem solving in their own
communities. —Stephen Collins ’74

Selected as a 2012-13 Thomas J. Watson Fellow, Yiyuan Jasmine
Qin ’12 will spend next year traveling to four continents to study river
communities. Qin was one of 40 seniors graduating from college this
year chosen to receive a $25,000 grant for a year of independent
study and travel outside the United States.
Qin’s study project is titled “In Search of a Shared Future: Where
the River Fairies Were.” It will take her to Switzerland, France, Germany, Netherlands, Peru, Brazil, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand,
Vietnam, and Australia.
Growing up in Chenzhou, China, Qin
had limited access to the natural environment. She recalls visiting a park outside
the city when she was very young and
loving the experience. When she returned
there as a high school student, she found
the area despoiled by rare earth mining
operations. In high school she launched
an environmental campaign and invited
World Wildlife Fund officials to a sympoYiyuan Jasmine Qin ’12
sium she organized.
At Colby Qin is an environmental studies major and has worked
as a research assistant to Philip Nyhus on a project to reintroduce
South China tigers into the wild. She has studied urban communities’
relationships to rivers and was encouraged by projects like one in
Brazil, where parks were built to retain water and control flooding.
Her Watson will allow her to explore interactions between communities and their rivers through four river species: Atlantic salmon in
the Rhine, pink dolphins in the Amazon, giant catfish in the Mekong,
and Murray cod in the Murray-Darling. —S.C.
photo by Brian speer

Qin Awarded Watson Fellowship

photo by Brian speer

Chen Wins Peace Grant—Again

Roots in Slavery Tell Bigger Story
To illustrate points in his 2012 Brody
Award convocation address April 1, Texas
Supreme Court Chief Justice Wallace Jefferson invoked the memory of his greatgreat-great-grandfather, a slave whose
owner was a Texas judge. The story, he
said, shows in part why the system of
electing judges is flawed.
In 1855, as Texas was considering
secession, Judge Nicholas W. Battle, who
owned Jefferson’s ancestor, heard a case
in which a free black man opted to sell
himself into slavery. Despite the cultural
landscape, Battle ruled that allowing the
sale would be unconscionable.
“A judge must ignore popular opinion,
must discard self-interest, and decide
each and every case according to principles that exist in our constitution, our
statutes, and the common law,” he said.

10

In order to do that, judges can’t be
bound to restraints imposed by popular
opinion, said Jefferson. Moreover, three
primary factors rule when it comes to election of judges: party affiliation, the sound
of the candidate’s name, and money. He
asked the audience, including judges and
lawyers, “What place does any of this have
in evaluating a judge’s merit?”
Ultimately, he said, the system hurts
the most vulnerable. “Who will speak for
those who do not have the resources?”
Families who have been wrongfully evicted.
A victim of spousal abuse. The mother
whose parental rights were terminated
without cause. The innocent man in jail for
a crime he didn’t commit.
But remembering Judge Battle, Jefferson is encouraged by Americans’ ability
to do what is right. “We can overcome the

most stifling obstacles and succeed in this
great country because we have accepted
a set of ideals contained in our laws and
the Constitution
that can overcome
financial challenges,
broken homes, even
prior conditions of
servitude,” he said.
The Morton A.
Brody Distinguished
Judicial Service
Award, named for
Texas Chief Justice
the late U.S. District
Wallace Jefferson
Court Judge, honors
an outstanding federal or state judge for
integrity, compassion, humanity, and judicial craftsmanship. Jefferson received an
honorary degree from President William D.
Adams. —R.J.

Colby / spring 2012

CM_07-11_News.indd 10

4/25/12 2:27 PM

Twitterfeed
A selection of tweets from @colbycollege.
To see links, catch up on tweets, or sign up,
click the Twitter icon on the Colby homepage.
@ColbyCollege beats #Duke? Yep.
#NationalChamps #college #highed
#environment #green
April 6
Prof. Elisabeth Stokes (English) on
young #relationships in
@NYTimesFashion @NYTimes
#ColbyProf
April 5

A (Real) Virtual Community
Lots of people like Colby. More than 7,000 of them.
The Colby Facebook page is attracting followers in droves, as alumni
from across the decades join in conversations, comment on
campus photos, answer questions from current students, and
leave posts for the College community.
“It’s a great way for people who can’t be here to connect with
what’s going on and stay in touch,” said Rob Clockedile, Colby’s manager of social media.
The College has had a Facebook presence since 2008, but over the past six months, he said,
the Facebook page has steadily gained new followers and offered more interactive content,
including the most popular feature, questions posed by current students. A recent question,
“What’s the most memorable course you took outside your major?” prompted responses
from 73 alumni who recalled the class, the professor, and the experience. To see them, go to
ow.ly/ajS5g. —G.B.

@ColbySOBHU organized walks and
encouraged wearing hoodies Thursday
to grieve the death of #Trayvon Martin.
March 29

photo by jeff pouland

Historical #fisheries study coauthored
by Prof. Loren McClenachan
(env. studies) in @NYTimes
#Green blog. #ColbyProf
March 23
Daniel Shea named new director of
@GoldfarbCenter for #PublicAffairs
and #CivicEngagement @ColbyCollege
#politics #election #ColbyProf
March 7
Hundreds of kids came to campus
today to go sledding with their
#mentors ... and to celebrate
#CCAK’s 10th anniv.
March 2
@BusinessInsider lists 27
“Game-Changers” and 2 of them are
@ColbyCollege alums. Changing the
world, indeed. #business
March 2
Students, community members
filing in to listen to @StateDept legal
adviser Harold Koh #kohatcolby
Feb. 26
Despite recent spring-like weather,
Percherons Princess & Misty are here
to give #winter carnival wagon rides.
Feb. 24
twitter.com/colbycollege

The Winning Pitch
Economics major Matthew Boyes-Watson ’12 presents his plan for RentPrefs, a webbased service connecting renters, property managers, and realtors, at the second Colby College Entrepreneurial Alliance business competition. He will receive $15,000 in seed money
for his project, courtesy of Colby philanthropists.

Corrado Tapped as Expert on Super PACs
Washington Post. Economist. NPR. USA
Today. Le Monde. Financial Times. U.S.
News & World Report. Marketplace.
The list goes on and on.
These are places where the words
“Anthony Corrado, professor of government at Colby College” appeared in the
first three months of 2012. In all, about 70
major news outlets—domestic and international—cited Corrado during that time
for his expertise on campaign finance.
Specifically, reporters are interested in his
take on Super PACs, the new fundraising

organizations allowed to operate following
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Citizens United
ruling.
As the election gets closer, Corrado is
likely to be tapped for more than his expertise on Super PACs. Every November, and
especially in presidential years, reporters
are interested in how much money candidates are raising, from whom, how it’s
being spent, and what it all means. With
a course titled Money and Politics in his
current class schedule, Corrado has good
reason to have his homework done. —R.J.
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